CHAPTER XII

CLEMENCEAU AND  THE
DREYFUS  AFFAIR

IN December, 1894, Captain Dreyfus, a member of the General
Staff, was found guilty of treason by a Court Martial. The
Court was unanimous. He was condemned to be sent to the
He du Diable, there to expiate his offence by the prolonged
torture of imprisonment and solitary confinement, in a
tropical climate. It was a terrible punishment. But the
offence of betraying France to Germany, committed by an
officer entrusted with the military secrets of the Eepublic,
was a terrible one too. It seemed so incredible, especially as
Captain Dreyfus was a man of considerable means, that up to
the last moment the gravest doubt as to the possibility of his
having committed such a crime prevailed. When, however,
the Court declared against him as one man, and without the
slightest hesitation, there could no longer be any question of
the correctness of the decision. For the trial had lasted four
whole days, and Dreyfus had been defended by one of the
ablest advocates at the Paris Bar. " What need have we of
further witness ? "

That was the universal feeling. Nearly a quarter of a
century before, Marshal Bazaine had betrayed France to her
mortal enemy, and had escaped the penalty which was his
due. Common soldiers were frequently condemned to death
and executed for impulsive actions against their superiors.
High time an example should be made of a man of higher rank.
Dreyfus was lucky not to be shot out of hand. That an
Alsatian, a rich man, a soldier sworn to defend his country, an
officer employed in a confidential post, should thus sell his
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